The Crucible

Act I Study Guide
1. Describe the relationship between Rev. Parris and Abigail.
2. What did Parris see in the woods and why is he concerned about it?
3. Why does Mrs. Putnam believe there are witches in Salem? 

4. Why is Thomas Putnam bitter? 

5. Describe Proctor. 

6. What do you think happened between Abigail and John Proctor prior to the opening of the play? 

7. What is Rebecca's explanation of the girls' behavior? 

8. What is Proctor's reason for his not regularly attending church? 

9. What do Putnam and Proctor argue about? What does this show? 


10. Who is Rev. John Hale, and why does he come to Salem? 

11. To what did Tituba confess? Why do you think she did this? 

12. What do the girls do at the end of Act One?

13. Based on what you have read about Abigail so far, who do you think she may accuse of witchcraft?

The Crucible 

Act II Study Guide

1. Where does Elizabeth want John to go, and what does she want him to do there? Why is he hesitant?

2. What gift did Mary give Elizabeth?

3. What was the "evidence" against Sarah Good?

4. Why does Elizabeth think Abigail wants to kill her?

5. Why did Hale come to Proctor's house?

6. What things are "suspicious" about Proctor and his family? What is the significance of the test that Proctor “fails”?

7. Do you think that Rev. Hale believes that Elizabeth is practicing witchcraft? What details from the text indicate this?

8. Why does Cheever come to the Proctor house?

9. Explain the significance of the needle in the "poppet."

10. What will happen to Proctor if he tries to discredit Abby?

11. Why doesn't Mary want to testify about the doll? 

12. What does Proctor come to realize at the end of Act II about himself and his feelings for Elizabeth?

13. Compare John Proctor, Hale and Cheever and determine which one has the greatest faith in the court proceedings. What accounts for their differing attitudes?
