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Mrs. Princiotta ~ Honors English III 
Class Expectations

2017-2018

Welcome, students!  I am looking forward to working with you and hope to get to know each of you in the semester ahead.  In order to be successful in class, you need to know what is expected of you as well as what we will cover (see attached course outline).  I have high expectations for my students with regard to behavior and work quality. Remember, you must pass English 3 to stay on track for graduation. This is an elective class, and you are expected to do more work, work harder during class and be self-motivated to do the work. You will have no problem being successful in class if you are prepared, actively participate in class discussions, complete and turn in all your assignments and study for quizzes and tests.
Students have access to assignments on my web page and an online version of the textbook to complete assignments. Students are also encouraged to sign up on their mobile device for electronic reminders through 3rd-party sites not affiliated with CMS (i.e. Remind 101, Google, etc.). Families are responsible for reading the terms of service and understanding how it impacts data usage.
Web page: Princiotta.Weebly.com




Online textbook: http://my.hrw.com

Supplies

· 3-ring binder with sections for Vocab, Graduation Paper/Research, Grammar, Literature & Returned Work
· A notebook for journaling and warm-ups; notebook paper (lots of it)
· Blue and/or black ink pens; red pen for corrections; a highlighter for study skills; #2 pencils

Tissues and hand sanitizer are always appreciated.

Expectations

1. Be on time to class and be prepared; be in your seat working on the warm-up when the bell rings.

2. Be respectful -- No talking while I’m talking or another student is talking.

3. ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES in the classroom. DO NOT ask to charge your phone -- any phones found plugged into outlets will be turned in to the office.
Please note that the above rules are in addition to CMS and BHS rules!

Plagiarism
It is expected that the work you do in class is yours, not copied from another student or source. Failure to meet this expectation may result in serious repercussions. Also, do not do work for another class in my class. The consequences for plagiarism are a “0” on the assignment and referral to the administration. We will discuss plagiarism as part of the research process during the semester and the consequences for plagiarism in the research paper.
Graduation Research Paper
Students will be writing a 6 to 8-page research paper that is the first step in the 2-year graduation project process. Some class time will be devoted to this project, but students are expected to spend time working on the research and writing process outside of the classroom.
The rough draft of the paper is due Wednesday, Oct. 18. The final draft is due Wednesday, Nov. 29.

Attendance, Make-Up Work, and Late Work

Attendance is very important to be successful in class.  In the event of an absence, it is absolutely YOUR responsibility to ask for and to complete make-up work.  If you are absent, check the “missed work” folder for you class period for any handouts. See me before school, after school, or when we are working independently. Students have 5 school days after returning from an EXCUSED absence to make arrangements to make up the missed work for full credit. This includes scheduling a time to make up tests. After that, make-up work may be turned in for partial credit. In addition, please remember that if a student misses more than 10 days of school (excused or unexcused), he or she must make up each absence after the 10th.

Grading

All students will have every opportunity to succeed, and success is, in large part, up to the student. Grades will be based on achievement/performance in the following areas:

· class participation



♦ homework

· quizzes and tests



♦ essays, writing assignments and projects

· Graduation Project Research Paper (this counts as 20 percent of the 2nd or 4th quarter grade)

· A North Carolina Final Exam for English III (this counts as 25 percent of the entire semester grade)
Grades will be weighted as follows:


The CMS Grading Scale
Formal Assignments = 70%




A: 90-100

D: 60 to 69
(quizzes, tests, projects, etc)




B: 80 to 89 

F: 50 and below
Informal Assignments = 30%




C: 70 to 79
(in-class, participation, homework, etc)






Formal re-assessments
All students scoring below 79% on a formal assessment have the opportunity for additional practice and a reassessment.  Options for additional practice will be provided by the teacher and/or the department. Individual students can take formal reassessment once with the potential of earning a maximum score of 79%. Any student wishing to take a formal reassessment must contact teacher and complete additional practice within 7 calendar days of receiving the graded original formal assessment. 

Power School
Parents may access student grades at any time via Power School, the state’s grading and tracking system. Please contact the main office at 980-343-6300 for information on how to sign up for Power School. Honors level students should have their login information since they will be expected to access Power School in class to check their progress on a regular basis.

Progress reports are sent out approximately 9 weeks into each quarter. A report card is sent home at the end of the quarter and at the end of the semester. These serve as important measurements of progress and are the parents’ notice of a job well done or of possible failure. 
Note to Parents/Guardians

A successful education involves the student, the teacher and the parents/guardians.  Hopefully, the information in this letter will clarify some of the policies for the class and will enable you to share more fully in the learning experiences of your son/daughter. If there is anything you would like me to know about your child that could help them be successful in class, please let me know. I appreciate having the most up-to-date contact information for you – phone and email – in order to contact you about your child’s progress in class.
National Board Certification
This year I am participating in the process to become certified by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, which is an organization that is dedicated to promoting the quality of teaching and learning. I will be giving students a separate permission form to use their work (anonymously) in this class as part of my evidence of teaching practices and requesting video permission to use them in clips of class sessions that I am required to submit. For more information about National Board certification, visit www.nbpts.org.

Respectfully,
Tracey Princiotta

Room 709
traceya.princiotta@cms.k12.nc.us (e-mail is the best way to reach me)

Princiotta.Weebly.com
Butler Main Office: 980-343-6300

Tutoring available before and after school and by appointment

Please complete and sign the next page, have a parent/guardian review and sign, and return Tuesday, Aug. 29.

English III Student/Parent Information
Please print clearly

Student’s Full Name: 
______________________________________________________________________

If you go by a different name, tell me here:______________________________________________________

Student’s Personal Email Address:
__________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s):
________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian -- What is the best way to contact you? (circle one) 
Phone

E-mail
Parent/Guardian Email Address(es):
________________________________________________________






________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number(s):
________________________________________________________






________________________________________________________

I, _________________________________________, have read and understand Mrs. Princiotta’s English III 
                      (print student name)

syllabus and have discussed this information with my parent/guardian.
Student Signature: ________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________________

Parents, please read the following messages about resources and materials that are provided to help your child and initial each of them.

__________ I give permission for my student to participate in electronic reminders 


(i.e. Remind 101) through email or mobile device. (parent/guardian please initial)

__________ I understand that students have access to a computer lab with a printer before school, 


as well as the ability to print class assignments in the media center at no charge 


before school and during lunches. (parent/guardian please initial)
What activities are you involved in after school? (List any sports, clubs, jobs, or church activities)

Is there anything that you think is important for me, as your teacher, to know?
