The Crucible 

Act III Study Guide Honors
Key Issue -- Fear, self interest: Shows what happens when emotions control your logic and thinking. Hysteria will occur. Shows how people will accuse others in order to save themselves. This leads to a wild finger pointing. Also when you were accused of being a witch, in order to save yourself you could accuse other women. People in the town allowed their fear of witches and the devil to interfere with their rational thinking.
Directions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Be thorough and write in complete sentences.

1. Describe each of the following characters. Include physical descriptions and character and personality traits. Leave enough room to add to your descriptions as you read the piece and get to know the characters better.

Martha Corey




Danforth




Hathorne

2.  Why do Giles and Francis want to talk to Danforth? 

3.  What is Parris's argument against Proctor? 

4.  Explain what Proctor means when he says “There might also be a dragon with five legs in my house, but no one has ever seen it.” 

5.  When Danforth hears that Elizabeth is pregnant, what does he allow? 

6.  What paper did ninety-one people sign? 

7.  ". . . a person is either with this court or he must be counted against it, there be no road between." Explain the importance of Danforth's statement. 

8.  Of what does Giles accuse Putnam? 

9.  What is Hale's problem as Proctor and his friends present evidence to Danforth? 

10. What is Hawthorne’s test for Mary? Can she do it? Why or why not?
11. What does Proctor confess in court?
12. What is Danforth’s test for Elizabeth regarding John’s evidence against Abigail? Why does she respond the way she does? How does she convey her nervousness?
13. Describe the power play that takes place between Abigail and Danforth.
14. What do the girls do to Mary? What is her response? 

15. What happens to Proctor at the end of the act? What is the irony of his response that “God is dead” when Danforth says to him in line 1145 “Will you confess yourself befouled with Hell, or do you keep that black allegiance yet?”
16. What does Hale do at the end of the act and what does this say about his character?
17. What is your opinion of the way Danforth is conducting the court? Cite details from the text to support your position.

18. For each of the following characters, give an example of how he or she has contributed to the mob mentality in Salem?

Abigail




Mary Warren




The girls

Danforth



Parris





Hale
